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SUBJECT: Executive Officer’s Report
DISCUSSION:

GROUNDWATER POLLUTION

Lewis Dry Cleaners, Davis, Yolo County

On 2 October 2002 the Executive Officer issued Cleanup and Abatement Order (CAO) No. R5-2002-0721 to Lewis Dry
Cleaners to require investigation and cleanup of tetrachloroethene (PCE) pollution in groundwater. Previous investigations
showed concentrations up to 77,000 mg/L adjacent at the site. No source removal activities have been conducted as of to
date. Six monitoring wells have been installed. The groundwater plume extends beneath commercial businesses and a
residential neighborhood. Investigation on this site has been slow. A Public Participation meeting was held in Davis on
February 12, 2004. Two such meetings are required by the Order. However, this meeting was held in response to concerns
voiced by Davis citizens to Regional Board staff regarding a perceived lack of disseminated information. Approximately
twenty-five Davis residents attended the meeting. The attendees were primarily composed of residents from the area
impacted by the PCE plume and were briefed on the progress of the investigation. Several residents asked questions
regarding health hazards associated with indoor PCE vapor intrusion and potential risks associated with eating fruit and
vegetables picked from plants located above the plume. Board staff in attendance included Brian Taylor and Cori Condon.
(BET)

Tosco Terminal and Shell Oil / US Bulk Fuel Terminal, Port of Stockton, San Joaquin County

The former Tosco bulk fuel terminal #10013 at 3505 Navy Drive and the Shell Oil Bulk fuel terminal at 3515 Navy Drive on
Rough and Ready Island at the Port of Stockton both have petroleum hydrocarbon polluted groundwater in the first and
second water bearing zones. The former Tosco terminal also has limited pollution in the third water bearing zone. Both sites
have elevated levels of methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) and tertiary butyl ether (TBA). In 2003, Shell joined with
ConocoPhillips (successor to Tosco) to install a pipeline to connect to the Port of Stockton sanitary sewer line. In October
2003, ConocoPhillips began extracting groundwater from the first two water bearing zones, treating the extracted
groundwater, and discharging it to the sanitary sewer. The system did not run continuously in 2003 due to difficulties
meeting the TBA discharge limits. In January 2004, the system began full-scale and continuous operations. Shell has been
discharging to the sanitary sewer continuously since September 2003, but has not started pumping from the wells with the
highest TBA concentrations due to problems meeting the TBA effluent limits using the two granular activated carbon (GAC)
units for treatment. In the interim, Shell will add more GAC units to meet TBA effluent limits until a suitable treatment
system is installed that can remove all constituents to meet all effluent limits. (DLL)

Skyway Homes Subdivision and Vicinity, Chico, Butte County

On 9 January 2004, Regional Board staff sampled eight domestic wells in and near the Skyway Homes Subdivision due to
recent TCE and PCE detections. Thus far, forty-eight wells have been sampled; TCE has been detected in 26 wells and PCE
in three. Nine wells contain TCE concentrations above the Primary MCL. Butte County has since reported TCE, DCE, and
Dichloropropane in a small community water system and TCE in a private well 1,200 feet southwest, and TCE in an
industrial well 3,000 feet northeast of the subdivision. Staff, in coordination with DTSC and Butte County, has scheduled a
public meeting at the end of March to discuss our findings, efforts for an alternative water supply for affected homeowners,
and other issues related to the solvent discovery. (EJR)

TMDL PROGRAM

Southern California Salinity Coalition 2004 Salinity Roundtable

On February 25, staff attended a roundtable discussion sponsored by the Southern California Salinity Coalition in affiliation
with the National Water Research Institute and hosted by the Inland Empire Utilities Agency in Chino. The purpose of the
roundtable was to bring interested parties together with the staffs of the Santa Ana, Los Angeles, and San Diego Regional
Water Quality Control Boards to discuss issues associated with increases in salinity throughout Southern California.
Executive Officers provided an overview of actions taken by their three Southern California Regional Boards to address
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salinity issues. The three Regional Boards are addressing issues involving impaired supply water quality, water treatment,
and disposal of salts. Though the focus of the meeting was Southern California, similar issues are now, or will soon be,
facing the Central Valley Region. Region 5 staff described for the group, elements of the salinity control program being
proposed as part of the implementation of the San Joaquin River Salinity Total Maximum Daily Load. Staff also encouraged
the group to track the salinity control program under development for the San Joaquin River because of potential impacts to
Southern California’s water supply. (LFG)

San Joaquin River Salt and Boron TMDL

Staff has scheduled a series of meetings with agencies, groups, and individuals to discuss comments submitted regarding the
draft Basin Plan Amendment to implement the San Joaquin River salt and boron TMDL. Staff has already met with
representatives for the cities of Modesto and Turlock. Meetings have been scheduled with staff from the United States
Bureau of Reclamation, East Side water districts, and South Delta interests. Meetings still need to be scheduled for others
groups including environmental organizations and West Side Agricultural interests. Following these meetings, a staff
workshop will be held in April to review any changes proposed for the draft Basin Plan Amendment, and to explore
alternative approaches. (EIO, LFG)

Water Quality Impacts of Proposed Changes to Central Valley Water Operations

State Senate Bill No. 1155 was introduced to the Senate on January 28 by Senator Michael Machado (D-Linden) and is set
for a hearing March 16. Among other things, this bill would require that Total Maximum Daily Loads be adopted by the
Regional Board before pumping is increased from the Sacramento and San Joaquin River Delta beyond levels authorized
under applicable operating criteria in effect on July 1, 2003. The bill would therefore require that the Department of Water
Resources and the United States Bureau of Reclamation address numerous water quality issues in the San Joaquin River and
Delta before there can be any increases in the amount of water pumped from the Delta. In response, the California Bay Delta
Authority has organized the efforts of these various agencies to develop a water quality action plan for how these various
water quality issues in the San Joaquin River and Delta need to be addressed by the planning processes for a number of
Central Valley water operations projects. Staff continues to monitor and provide input to this planning effort. (MG)

Regional Board TMDL Authority

On 19 February, State Senate Bill No. 1552 was proposed by Senator Michael Machado (D-Linden), which would give
Regional Boards the authority to establish minimum flow objectives as part of developing Total Maximum Daily Loads.
Staff is preparing comments for consideration by staff at State Board in their analysis of the proposed bill.

CONTRACTS AND GRANTS

Water Quality Improvement Grants Update
Three distinct grant processes have awarded grants to, or have the potential to award grants to, water quality improvement
projects within the Central Valley. They are:

Prop 13 Phase II: Grants were awarded under this program in October 2002. Of the 35 awarded within Region 5, five
currently have executed contracts, six are within the Division of Administrative Services (DAS) awaiting final contract
execution, and the remaining are at various stages of preparation. In December 2003, the State Board Division of Financial
Assistance (DFA) recognized the backlog of these projects awaiting review for contract preparation and reassigned five
analysts to work specifically on Region 5 projects. Some progress has been made, but the delays are still substantial. In
some cases, project proponents submitted their Scopes of Work and Budgets during the summer of 2003 and are still awaiting
an executed contract. To further streamline the process, DFA has worked with the Office of the Chief Council (OCC) to
redesignate grant awards from requiring “contracts” to being legally binding as “agreements”. This redesignation should
allow final agreements to be processed within a significantly shorter time frame. Phase II projects currently under review are
in the process of being switched to the “agreement” format to expedite execution.

2003 Consolidated Grant Process: Approximately 70 projects from within Region 5 competed with other projects for
funding under Proposition 13—Northern California, CalFed Drinking Water Program (Prop 13 and Prop 50), and CalFed
Watershed Protection Program (Prop 13 and Prop 50). After undergoing technical review by multi-member review panels,
contract readiness review by DFA, and additional review by a statewide selection committee, 44 of the 70 proposals may be
recommended for funding if the applicant adequately responds to the clarifications requested by March 12th. Staffs at
Region 5 and CalFed are working with the applicants to help them respond. Those proposals that adequately respond will be
recommended to the Bay-Delta Authority (BDA) for funding during its April meeting. The BDA will in turn provide
recommendations to the State Board for consideration at a public workshop in July. Any proposals approved for funding at
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the July hearing will enter into an agreement (rather than contract) with the State Board and should be able to begin work by
the end of 2004.

Agriculture Water Quality Grant Program (AWQGP): The DFA is currently in the process of developing the AWQGP to
fund projects that will reduce the effects of discharge and runoff from irrigated agricultural land. Approximately $20-million
of Prop 40 and Prop 50 bond money is available to fund the program. Staffs from the Regional Boards, University of
California, Department of Food and Agriculture, and Department of Pesticide Regulation are participating with State Board
staff to develop guidelines and criteria for use in the Request for Proposal. In addition, public stakeholder workshops are
being developed to ensure public input on the guidelines and criteria. The first set of these workshops is scheduled for early
March in Region 3, Region 5, and Region 7. The Region 5 workshop was scheduled for March 8th. Additional workshops
will be held prior to final guideline and criteria adoption at a State Board hearing in July. It is anticipated that the final RFP
will be released by September 2004 with projects starting by July 2005. (JEC)

CEQA REPORTING

Broadview Water Contract Assignment Project, Fresno County

The Pajaro Valley Water Management Agency (PVWMA) has prepared a draft EIR (SCH No. 2003092098) for a project that
would involve the purchase of approximately 9,100 acres of cropland within the Broadview Water District (BWD) in Fresno
County and the transfer of Central Valley Project water currently used to irrigate that land to the PVWMA service area in
Monterey and Santa Cruz Counties. Staff comments on the document focused on the need for additional evaluation of the
water quality impacts on both a local level as well as the impacts of removing up to 27,000 acre-feet per year from the San
Joaquin River basin. Staff also noted that the project might influence the Board’s selenium control program, which was
established on the assumption that the BWD and other water agencies participating in the Grassland Bypass Project would
continue to produce crops using Delta Mendota Canal water. If the PVWMA project results in cropland being fallowed, the
timetables and other aspects of the selenium control program may have to be updated. (RJS)

Laval Farms Water Management and Exchange, Kern County

On 22 January staff provided comments on a DEIR for Laval Farms Water Management and Exchange, including water
rights applications, and Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District. The project contains two principal components: (a)
Laval Farms, the farming subsidiary of Tejon Ranchcorp (TRC), Water Management and Exchange, including water rights
applications to the SWRCB, and (b) Wheeler Ridge-Maricopa Water Storage District’s 850 Canal/Reservoir No. 1 Pump-
back. TRC is proposing a long-term Water Management and Exchange to formalize its current and future water management
practices. Potential impact to groundwater levels should be further addressed. Installation of new pipelines would require
compliance with the NPDES General Permit and US Army Corp of Engineers 404 Certification. (PDB)

North Kern Water Storage District, 2003 Pilot Water Banking Program, Kern County

On 29 December 2003, staff provided comments on an Initial Study for a Pilot Water Banking Program by the North Kern
Water Storage District at Highway 99 and Seventh Standard Road. The North Kern Water Storage District plans to
implement a water banking program with water available to the Metropolitan Water District through the State Water Project.
Comments included information on the need for compliance with the NDPES General Permit and Basin Plan requirement to
maintain groundwater quality. (PDB)

City of Wheatland, Wastewater Improvements, Yuba County

On 11 February 2004, staff provided comments on the City of Wheatland’s Initial Study Report and Negative Declaration for
the domestic wastewater system improvements. The project improvements consist of cleaning, inspection, and repair of the
collection system; additions of manholes and cleanouts for the collection system; overhaul of three of five lift stations;
construction of additional sludge drying beds and an additional clarifier at the treatment plant; repair and replacement of
wastewater treatment system equipment; and installation of a centralized SCADA system. While the project as proposed is
acceptable, staff’s comment letter noted that the wastewater treatment plant and infiltration basins are located within the
100year flood zone. This is not consistent with current Regional Board policy that requires protection of wastewater
facilities from inundation by a 100-year flood. If the site is to remain in the discharge to land program, staff anticipates that
the Regional Board will require protection from the 100-year flood either through levees or by moving the plant. (TRO)

Use and Operations of Lake Berryessa, Napa County

On 22 January 2004, staff provided comments on a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the future use and
operations of Lake Berryessa. The Draft EIS presented four alternatives for the re-development and management of visitor
services at seven existing Lake Berryessa resorts (Markley Cove, Pleasure Cove, Steele Park, Spanish Flat, Lake Berryessa
Marina, Rancho Monticello, and Putah Creek). These alternatives included: (a) continue existing commercial services until
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permits expire, (b) develop new facilities and programs at each of the seven Lake Berryessa resorts which would include
removing all long term trailers from resort areas and converting some of the former spaces to short term picnic and camping
areas with lodging and, food areas, (c) remove long term vacation trailers and relocate some to specified resorts, and increase
quantities of short term public facilities, and (d) manage, expand and develop camping/lake access facilities and services, and
reduce commercial services. Staff indicated that of these seven resorts, six are already regulated under WDRs. Steele Park is
not currently regulated, and depending on the outcome of the proposed project, it may require WDRs in the future. Staff has
also recently evaluated whether the six facilities are in compliance with their permits and as a result are taking enforcement
actions (described elsewhere in this report) and are scheduling inspections. (GJC)

Proposed West Complex Development Project, Port of Stockton, San Joaquin County

Staff has reviewed and submitted comments to the draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the Port of Stockton’s
West Complex Project, formerly Rough & Ready Island. The 1,459-acre project site was previously zoned for institutional
uses. The land use designation would be changed to accommodate maritime, industrial and commercial land uses. The
project includes the redevelopment of marine terminals on the existing 500 acres on the northern portion of the island and the
development of a commercial and industrial park on the undeveloped 500 acres portion of the island. When completed, the
commercial phase is expected to house approximately 20,000 people.

In order to allow commercial shipping access to the West Complex, the project would involve the dredging of the docks at
the site. Dredging would create a new river bottom and would expose a new layer of sediment. Sediment toxicity testing
performed to characterize the site indicated a lower survival rate for benthic organisms at several sample locations of the
proposed new river bottom. The Port has proposed to take a phased approach to the docks deepening a portion of the project
and would sample the sediment at each dock prior to proceeding to the next area. If toxicity is found in the new river
bottom, the Discharger has proposed to prevent impacts by either removing the sediments by dredging deeper or alternatively
covering and capping the exposed sediment with a clean fill material. However, the Discharger did not incorporate the
proposed alternatives as mitigation measures in the DEIR. Staff has requested that actions used to reduce significant impacts
from the proposed project be listed as mitigation measures in the final EIR.

Dredging will result in an increased volume of water and longer residence times for surface water flowing in the San Joaquin
River. This in turn will impact dissolved oxygen levels. The Port has proposed to mitigate the potential oxygen deficit due to
the project by taking ownership and operational responsibility of a jet aeration device, which is currently owned and operated
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. This proposal was developed in coordination with and is agreeable to our dissolved
oxygen TMDL staff.

Staff expressed concerns about assumptions made by the Port in their dilution analysis in evaluating potential water quality
impacts associated with the dredging operation and requested that the Discharger consider the worst-case scenario with no
mixing/dilution available. Staff felt that the Port did not adequately address all of the storm water and non-storm water issues
in the DEIR and requested the development of additional mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts. In addition, staff
asked for mitigation measures for ballast discharges, acidic soil conditions at the dredge material disposal site, verification of
sewer system repairs, shoreline erosion from the increased boat traffic and potential impacts to wetlands. Staff has requested
that the Port incorporate the appropriate mitigation measures to address these issues in the finalized EIR. (ASB)

WATERSHED ACTIVITIES

Sierra Nevada Framework

In January 2004, the US Forest Service amended the Sierra Nevada Framework and released the Final Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) and Record of Decision for the Framework. These documents will provide the basis
for amending the land and resource management plans for nine of the national forests within the Central Valley Regional
Board jurisdiction. Staff commented on the Draft SEIS and raised concerns that the preferred alternative would be less
protective of water quality than the original Framework. With the 22 January decision, the US Forest Service has adopted the
Draft SEIS’ preferred alternative with some modifications. Staff is still reviewing the documents to evaluate the potential
water quality consequences of this new decision and will be attending an interagency team meeting on 5 March to discuss our
concerns.

The amended Framework contains a more active management approach for fire, including more mechanical thinning and
logging of medium-sized trees (up to 30 inches in diameter) to help fund the thinning projects. Much of the increased
logging is projected to be in the Plumas and Lassen National Forests to comply with the congressionally mandated Herger-
Feinstein Quincy Library Group Forest Recovery Act. The amended Framework does call for nearly triple the amount of
logging, but it should not increase the total area of disturbance. The amended Framework also includes revisions in the
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standards and guidelines that would be less protective of meadow areas used for grazing and less restrictive for recreational
use of the federal lands. (SYM)

MOU to Eliminate Gray Water Discharges from Houseboats to Shasta Lake, Shasta County

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Shasta-Trinity National Forest Supervisor and the Executive Officer
have signed a mutually acceptable MOU to eliminate gray water discharges from houseboats to Shasta Lake by 6 September
2006. The MOU and Resolution No. 5-01-211 have been posted on our web site and staff has mailed a copy of the MOU to
the North Coast Regional Board’s Executive Officer, who has jurisdiction for Trinity Lake. Staff, in coordination with the
Forest Service, has scheduled a meeting for the end of March to discuss the MOU with Shasta Lake’s houseboat owners.
(KLC)

ENFORCEMENT

Lion Raisin, Selma Raisin Packing Plant, Fresno County

Lion Raisin, Inc., owns and operates a raisin processing and dehydrator plant near Selma. An NOV was issued for failing to
submit technical reports, submitting incomplete self-monitoring reports, degrading groundwater, and odors. Staff continues
to receive odor complaints from nearby residents. The NOV requires the submittal of delinquent technical reports, as well as
additional reports describing corrective measures, and a written report concerning odor issues. Staff is monitoring this
discharge closely to evaluate the discharger’s efforts at abating nuisance conditions. (ARP)

Putah Creek Resort and Napa Berryessa Resort Improvement District, Napa County

On 4 February and 18 February 2004, the Putah Creek Resort and the Napa Berryessa Resort Improvement District were each
issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) for the non-submittal of groundwater monitoring reports. These reports are required by
each facility’s WDRs, and should have been submitted beginning in the years 2000 and 1995, respectively. Because the
quarterly reports have never been submitted, staff assumed that groundwater monitoring wells have not been installed.
Therefore, these NOVs require each Discharger to submit a Groundwater Monitoring Workplan, and upon approval of the
workplan by staff, a Well Installation Report. In addition, each NOV requires the Discharger to begin quarterly groundwater
monitoring by the third quarter of 2004. (GJC)

Old Lockeford Winery, San Joaquin County

On 13 January 2004, the Executive Officer issued a Water Code Section 13267 Order for a technical report based on a
complaint from the San Joaquin County Environmental Health Department of an illegal industrial wastewater discharge at the
Old Lockeford Winery. The discharge was confirmed in a telephone conversation; the operator informed staff that a piping
failure had allowed winery waste to flow to fallow land. Because the Discharger has previously stated that winery
wastewater is being hauled to a municipal wastewater system, the Executive Officer required, by 12 March 2004, the
submittal of a Report of Waste Discharge for coverage under Resolution R5-2003-0106 (the waiver for small food processors
including wineries). (TRO)

Sacramento Rendering Company, Sacramento County

On 16 January 2004, the Executive Officer issued an Administrative Civil Liability Complaint (ACLC) for $30,000 to
Sacramento Rendering Company for failure to implement an approved groundwater monitoring workplan and failure to
monitor groundwater as required by its WDRs. On 3 February 2004, staff issued a separate notice informing the Discharger
that the civil liability will continue to accrue until the all required monitoring wells are installed and the Discharger submits
an acceptable monitoring well installation report and revised fourth quarter monitoring report.

On 10 February 2004, staff issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) for a discharge of industrial waste to surface waters. The
NOV was issued based on a complaint made by the Sacramento County Department of Water Resources. County staff, in
responding to a citizen complaint about oily and odorous water in a creek, investigated and found that Sacramento Rendering
was discharging the substance from an irrigation mixing lagoon that is used as a storm water detention pond during the
winter. The NOV requires that the Discharger submit a technical report describing a thorough investigation of the cause of
the spill and a proposed corrective action plan to ensure future compliance with the WDRs by 1 March 2004.

On 17 February 2004, staff met with the Discharger to discuss these enforcement actions. The Discharger paid the civil
liability in full and agreed to comply with the NOV and complete the monitoring well network as required by the WDRs.
(ALO)
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Brookside Mobile Home Park, Shasta County

The Brookside Mobile Home Park (MHP) in Shasta County is experiencing surfacing septic tank effluent in its leachfield
area. The MHP has a history of septic tank/leachfield system problems. The surfaced effluent flows toward Stillwater Creek,
a tributary of the Sacramento River. The MHP is not currently regulated by WDRs. A Cleanup and Abatement Order was
issued requiring the MHP owner to repair or replace the septic tank/leachfield system and apply for WDRs. The CAO will
also require the MHP owner to take immediate measures necessary to protect public health and water quality, and to submit
progress reports to the Regional Board.

Non-operating Pulp and Paper Mill, Shasta County

The Executive Officer issued C&A Order No. R5-2004-0700 to Congress Financial and Simpson Paper Company on

9 February 2004 as property owner and former property owner, respectively, of properties formerly owned by bankrupt
Shasta Paper Company. Properties consist of the Shasta Pulp and Paper Mill (including treatment systems), Twin Bridges
Landfill (site of sludge disposal), and the Shasta Ranch (site of effluent use/disposal). Shasta Paper Company filed for
bankruptcy on 31 October 2001 and has subsequently ceased operation, maintenance and monitoring of the facilities.
Congress Financial Corporation, senior secured creditor of Shasta Paper Company, controls and/or owns the properties.
Simpson Paper Company is subject to this Order because it, as prior owner and operator of the facilities has caused or
permitted waste to be deposited where it may be discharged into waters of the state, and threatens to create a condition of
pollution or nuisance. The CAO requires control of leachate from the landfill, discharges from the mill site and discharges
from the abandoned waste treatment ponds. (DPS/NAR)

Humboldt Road Burn Dump (HRBD), Butte County

On 2 December 2003, the Chico City Council directed City staff to prepare a Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for the council’s
new “three-step cleanup” approach for the HRBD in which only 3 small parcels are cleaned up first, with the remaining
private properties (majority of the contaminated site) to be cleaned up later (and only if certain conditions are met). Staff has
sent the private property owners letters to determine if they agree with the City Council’s conditions and want to retain them
as lead responsible party for cleanup or if they intend to submit a separate RAP and proceed with their own cleanup. So far,
only one property owner wants to keep the City as lead responsible party, six property owners have decided to pursue
independent cleanup, and five owners are undecided. Those proposing independent cleanup are intending to comply with the
CAO cleanup date of 1 June 2004. Consultants have started preparing the City’s RAP and EIR; however, the City has
indicated that it will not be possible to begin construction activities until the summer of 2005, a clear violation of the CAO
that was issued in June 2003. Staff has sent the City notice of violation describing additional enforcement action to achieve
compliance with the CAO if they do not begin cleanup by 1 June 2004. (KLC)

WASTE DISCHARGES TO LAND

Cities of Exeter and Wasco, Tulare and Kern Counties

A Best Practical Treatment and Control (BPTC) work plan and a Hydrogeologic Investigation were approved for Exeter. A
BPTC work plan was approved for the City of Wasco. The approval of the BPTC work plan represents the completion of the
initial phase to implement BPTC by performing a comprehensive evaluation of each waste treatment and control component
of the facility and discharge as required by WDRs. The Hydrogeologic Investigation Report is needed to establish
groundwater conditions beneath the Facility. The BPTC evaluation and groundwater data will provide a factual basis for
finding conformance with the Basin Plan. (JSK)

City of Bakersfield, Wastewater Treatment Facility, Kern County

The City of Bakersfield notified staff that within the next three years WWTP No. 3 will exceed treatment capacity . In recent
years, Bakersfield has seen an unexpectedly rapid increase in new housing construction that it expects to continue. The City
is in the process of updating and expanding WWTP No. 3 to accommodate the anticipated increased wastewater flows and
anticipates completing the expansion by spring of 2007. (JRL)

Clean Energy Systems, Kimberlina Power Plant, Tulare County

The Kimberlina power plant is a test facility using rocket technology for a power plant using pure oxygen, natural gas or
other fuels and water injected to create steam, driving a conventional electricity-generating turbine. The power plant is stated
to be zero emission because the carbon dioxide from combustion can be recovered and sold for commercial use. The carbon
dioxide in the exhaust gas is easier and therefore cheaper to recover than in a plant that uses air instead of oxygen. The
power plant will discharge a monthly average of about 5000 gallons per day of noncontact cooling water to an
evaporation/percolation pond. The water source from a well will be used only for noncontact cooling. Based on staff review,
the discharge satisfies the general and specific conditions for waiver of WDRs under Resolution No. R5-2003-0008 (General
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Waiver). Therefore, the Executive Officer issued a Notice of Applicability for coverage of the discharge under the General
Waiver. (JEB)

Gallo Cattle Company, Merced County

Gallo Cattle Company operates the Joseph Gallo Farms cheese plant in west Merced County that currently processes about
100,000 gallons of milk daily and discharges without WDRs. The plant discharges about 0.55 mgd of untreated cheese
processing wastewater to an unlined dairy lagoon, where it is commingled with dairy wastewater, then applied to farmland.
A RWD expected by December 2003 was not received, but in January the Discharger outlined work to be performed to
complete the RWD. In mid-March, Gallo will initiate operation of a new anaerobic digester, partly constructed with State
funds, to treat commingled cheese plant and dairy wastewater. The discharger proposes to discharge effluent to its farmlands
for six to nine months while it characterizes effluent quality and groundwater quality in the vicinity of the discharge. Gallo
intends to submit a detailed description of this work by 5 March 2004. (JLK)

ConAgra Grocery Products, Oakdale Facility, Stanislaus County

ConAgra submitted an acceptable long-term storage plan that, if followed, should ensure it has adequate winter storage.
ConAgra submitted the Plan in lieu of constructing additional winter effluent storage capacity. The Plan incorporates soil
moisture monitoring to ensure wastewater is not discharged to saturated soils and identifies conditions when ConAgra must
suspend operation when it reaches storage capacity. A Special Order will reflect terms and conditions identified in the Plan
and modify the conditions specified for winter storage capacity requirements. (ARP)

Musco Family Olives, San Joaquin County

Staff met with Musco representatives in late January about a long-term strategy to reclaim its wastewater for use by others.
A written concept proposal will follow. Staff also met with Musco representatives in February to discuss deficiencies in
Musco’s self-monitoring reports and facilitate better understanding from both sides and a mutually satisfactory reporting
system. Staff will draft a revised Monitoring and Reporting Program (MRP) to streamline the data review process and
requested Musco submit recommendations for the revised MRP. (AMS)

City of Ripon Wastewate